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night, thinking his lonely thoughts, and writing his
mysterious books/
It is doubtful whether Danish critics have even yet
fully recognized how closely Kierkegaard's thoughts
and activity were bound up with those of the Romantic
movement in Germany and Scandinavia.2 I do not
refer merely to outward indebtedness in matters of
form and style—that Jean Paul-like grotesqueness
of humorous phrase—but rather to the essentially
Romantic character of his philosophy. The Danes
are themselves disposed to look upon him rather as an
antagonist of German Romanticism; but he was, in
reality, only an antagonist of the later, decadent
aspect of the movement, which manifested itself in
the passive resignation of Romanticism to Catholicism
and absolutism, its confusion of thought and feeling,
and its enthralment by Hegelianism. So far from
regarding Kierkegaard as an antagonist of Romanti-
cism, I would rather claim him as one of the very few
representatives then left in Europe of the fundamental
doctrines of the early Romantic School. I can
think, at least, of only two European books, in the
thirties and forties, which, amidst an almost universal
abnegation of individualism, stood firm by the old
Romantic faith in the supreme value of personality.
These are Enten—Eller and Sartor Resartus.
Soren Kierkegaard thus stands out as a pioneer
and apostle of modern Romantic individualism.
The significance of Enten—Eller is that it is an out-
standing plea for individualism, as opposed to the
levelling collectivism of the Hegelian philosophy—
and in the hands of the Danish Hegelians, Heiberg,
Martensen and Rasmus Nielsen, just this side of the
Hegelian philosophy had been accentuated. To a
1	Cp. Btandes, op. rit.9 pp. 251 f.
2	Brandes in his Den romantiske Skole i Tyskland has much to say on
matters of detail concerning Kierkegaard's relations to the German Romantic
School (cp, especially SamL Sferifter, IV, pp. 220 f., 250 ff., 331 rT.),    See
also G, Niedermeyer, Soren Kierkegaard und die ^.omantik (Abhandlttngpn %ur
Philosophy und ihrer Geschichte* XI), Leipzig, 1910.

